


The Doctrine of Discovery - 1498

Legal and religious concept to justify 
colonial conquest and dispossession of 
indigenous people.

It advanced the idea that European
peoples, culture, knowledge and 
religion were superior to all others.



“The King and Queen 
have the right to your 
lands and you are 
required to submit and 
acknowledge their 
authority”Declaration read by Cook on 

arrival in Tūranganui-a-Kiwa 1769



Change in power - Colonisation ramps up

● Māori Population decline 120,000 to 
40,000 by 1900.

● A savage people needing to be saved
● Removal of Māori Economic Base
● Military force
● Imposition of a new political system 

of law 
● Education of Māori in industrial 

training



My parents born in the 1950s

Raised in eurocentric homes

In a eurocentric society

Aspiring towards a eurocentric future

To live by eurocentric principles

To continue a eurocentric legacy

Grounded in eurocentric-ness





Te Iti Kahurangi Kōhanga Reo



TKKM o Ngā Uri a Maui

NO SPEAKING ENGLISH PAST THIS POINT

20221993

NO SPEAKING ENGLISH PAST THIS POINT



TKKM o Ngā Uri a Māui

20231993

Ahakoa ko wai koe, ka taea e koe
Ahakoa nō hea koe, he uri koe nā Māui







How do we change this tide?







Kōhanga Reo 2023 - 430 Kōhanga Reo 8500 Mokopuna
● Manu Pīrere - 65,000 
● 1000+ Mokopuna on waitlists
● Pay Parity - Kaimahi paid what they deserve
● Whakahou whare - Environments our mokopuna deserve 
● Whakangūngū Reo
● Focus on climate resilience
● Te Matakahuki Collective Established



Te Matakahuki Education 
Pathway established

2028 - 14,500 Mokopuna
10 New Builds per year
1500 more kaimahi 
Te Kōhanga Reo Act 
Bespoke Registration Body



Te Kōhanga Reo ki Tua - 2042


